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What we have today with Club TV 

Club TV provides Wi-Fi and TV to most properties.  

How it all works 

Club TV get their internet over a high-speed fibre-optic cable. They distribute it to owners over an 

individual fibre-optic cable into the router in each apartment. Many of the locales also provide a Wi-

Fi service to their customers using an identical router 

You then connect your mobile phone, iPad, computer to the router wirelessly 

TV comes in through a slightly different route 

Sky beam hundreds of channels up to a geo-stationary satellite (it spins at the same speed as the 

Earth so appears to be stationary). The satellite then beams the same signal back to Earth, aiming at 

the UK. But like a torch, it’s not a very precise beam. The UK gets a good signal, but most of Europe 

can “see” the satellite signal. So with a big enough dish and a Sky box, you can pick up the same 

signal 

Club TV have a big dish and a Sky box and they route the TV signal over the fibre-optic cable into the 

router. There, it’s split out to provide a coax (TV cable) signal to the back of your TV 

Why we have to change 

There are number of things going on that will make the current situation untenable over the coming 

year 

a) Sky are scheduled to launch a new satellite around Easter, to replace the existing one 

It has a much tighter beam (think of a torch that you can now focus better), so the signal 

won’t “leak” so much over the rest of Europe. 

This in turn means it will be much harder (bigger dish) to pick up the signal in southern Spain 

b) Sky are moving away from satellites and starting to promote their “glass TV” concept. It’s 

basically a TV with built-in streaming device (a bit like a Sky Fire Stick).  

c) Picking up a signal from Sky in the “wrong” country is actually illegal! We’ve been lucky that 

Sky have ignored this so far, but there will come a time when they will get more interested 

in pirates and start closing them down 

  



How will it all work tomorrow 

The future is streaming. That means TV over the internet. You can do it now with Amazon Fire Stick 

and various similar boxes that are generically called IPTV (internet TV). TV as we know it will be 

phased out. 

They all work using the same idea – a box connected to the internet connects to various websites 

(one for each channel), decodes it and sends a signal to the TV, generally using the HDMI connector 

(that looks like a USB connector on steroids!) 

You usually buy the box, then pay for the channels as a service. Fire Stick, for example, you buy the 

box and get a few channels for free, or as part of your Amazon Prime subscription. Other channels 

are chargeable. 

Fire Stick is not the only solution, there are dozens of options out there. Interestingly Sky is notable 

by its absence! 

There are boxes that can provide Sky channels, but they skirting on the edge of legality, and they do 

get shut down from time to time. I would think twice about taking out an annual contract – they may 

not last that long! 

The bottom line for English TV in Spain is that it will disappear. There appears to be no legal solution 

to this  

From Sky’s point of view there are a couple of reasons 

a) Their advertisers want their adverts sent to Brits in the UK, not to anyone else 

Yes I know we’re all Brits on holiday – not Sky’s target market, regrettably  

b) The program makers only license Sky to broadcast to specified countries (i.e. UK) 

Now if you stay in a hotel you can see some Sky channels. True, and those are available over various 

IPTV solutions, but unfortunately not golf, football, boxing etc. that lots of owners want 

Bandwidth and techie numbers 

IPTV uses the router to get its data. Data speed in measured in Mbits (million bits per second). 

To stream a TV channel takes between 2 and 10 Mbits depending on how the data is sent. 

Compressed data needs less, encrypted data needs more. 

The numbers look ok for one person in one apartment. But if 10 people are sitting at the pool 

streaming a football match or playing games on their phone, they are all sharing the same 

bandwidth. That’s when you get pictures breaking up or freezing while the router tries to cope with 

the load. 

  



Choices 

Company Speed  
(Mbits) 

Router Setup Monthly Annual = monthly 

ClubTV 100 No change  € 25.00 € 300.00 € 25.00 

olivenet 100 New router € 59.90 € 17.90   

 300 New router € 59.90 € 24.20   

 500 New router € 59.90 € 36.30   

MangaTel 600 New router free € 20.90 € 230.00 € 19.17 

 

Only ClubTV will continue to offer TV as we know it, but the number of channels will reduce over 

time, leaving only free-to-air channels (which ClubTV does have a license to re-broadcast). 

Installation is free, as they have installed routers and fibre into almost every property already. 

MangaTel have already installed fibre to each stair well. They are able to install/connect 10 

apartments per day, so the whole village could be completed within a month. 

olivenet have very recently installed fibre to every stair well. 

IPTV can work with any/all of these internet providers, but note the amount of bandwidth provided. 

Contracts 

ClubTV is currently paid through Bellaluz fees. As the number of ClubTV drops the (fixed) price is 

shared between fewer and fewer customers, so the cost per user is slowly creeping up. 

At the end of December 2021, the community will no longer be paying ClubTV out of community 

fees. 

This means that owners will need to sign up for individual contracts for each apartment, villa or 

locale. That’s much fairer! 

Some suppliers only offer annual contracts, but some will allow pay-by-month, with a minimum of 

three months per year. Note: only full calendar months, so last week in November and first week in 

December = 2 months!! 

What’s best? 

If all you need is free-to-air channels, ClubTV is a good option. 

MangaTel offer the best bandwidth Wi-Fi at the best price 

Olivenet allow you to “suspend” up to nine months in any one year. 

TV is a tough one. I am trying to find the best value, legal, IPTV solution that gives the TV channels I 

want. It is still a work in progress  

When I find a solution I’ll let you know 
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